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Mappa Mundi
Dubravko Skiljan

Dubravko Skiljan, linguist and semi-
otician presented in his latest book Map-
pa Mundi (World Maps) an interesting
approach of historical development of
cartographic presentations from the as-
pect of semiotics (semiotics is the science
concerned with signs and sign systems,
sign theory).

The book was published in Croatian,
in 2006, by Antibarbarus from Zagreb. lts
editor is Albert Goldstein. It consists of 151
pages, paperback, dimensions 17x28 cm,
ISBN 953-249-010-8.

The book is divided into four chap-
ters.

The first chapter, Cartographers and
Their Audience, shows how the relation-
ship between cartographers, maps and
the public is constantly changing and de-
veloping. This relation shows how close-
ly maps as representations of the world
and peoples' comprehension of the world
are linked. We comprehend a map of cer-
tain historical period as a representation
of that time, a bearer of its characteristics.

In the second chapter, Worlds and
Sings, each individual period of historical
development of world maps is presented.

The third chapter, Expressions and
Content, speaks about altering carto-
graphic representation through history of
cartography. Periods of our history have
had different priorities of cartographic form
and content.

The fourth and final chapter, Mean-
ing and Senses, links cartographic display
with its meaning from the first appearance
of world maps until today. We also see
how the meaning of world maps changed
through history. This chapter also indi-
cates that a map as a representation of
today's world participates in shaping our
reality. A map is not just a collection of
present information about the world
around us, in contrary, a map builds up
identity of the society of cartographers and
its audience. And it is a great misconcep-
tion to think that this process has stopped.
The process is in fact still going on. Amap
does not show the world as it is, it shows
how we see it. What our reality is, what
our perception of today's world is, that is
in fact very subjective and changes
through historical periods, and it is differ-
ent for various societies.

How signs are connected with our
idea of reality and how we shape our

T-O type world map from 1472. Taken from D. Skiljan: Mappa Mundi.

Karta svijeta T-O tipa iz 1472. g. Preuzeto iz D. Skiljan: Mappa Mundi.
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reality through sings are the themes of this
chapter.

| would recommend this book to eve-
ryone interested in historical development
of world maps. It was not written for a nar-
row circle of experts, but is understanda-
ble for a wider group of readers, although
the writer uses somewhat longer sentenc-
es, which could be a little annoying for
some people. The book is accompanied
by interesting and beautiful illustrations of
historical maps (altogether 48), without
which this kind of publication cannot do,
because they are essential for understand-
ing the presented material.

At the end of the book, there is a list
of references and sources of illustrations.

| only have one negative remark for
this book, there is no information about the
author of the book, professor Dubravko
Skiljan. Due to sad circumstances, this is
what the media have to say about recent-
ly deceased professor Dubravko Skiljan
(Zagreb, October 31, 1949 - Zagreb, July
21, 2007), Croatian linguist and author of
numerous scientific works. There are not
many scientists in Croatian linguistics
whose professional authority is acknowl-
edged in global linguist circles. This pre-
cious group of highly-appreciated Croatian
linguists has lost considerably on Satur-
day, July 21, when Prof. Dr. Dubravko
Skiljan passed away. Originating from a
family of great names of Croatian culture,
Dubravko Skiljan was an intellectual of er-
uditic knowledge, which included not only
his profession, general linguistics, but also
classical Greek and Latin heritage, archae-
ology, semiotics, applied linguistics and so-
ciolinguistics, translation and writing arts.
He was the head of the Department for
General Linguistics of the Section for Gen-
eral Linguistics at the Faculty of Philoso-
phy in Zagreb and also one of the found-
ers and the first head of departments for
semiotics and applied linguistics. He wrote
more than 250 works, among them about
40 books, including the unavoidable Dy-
namics of Linguistic Structures, Reality
Speech and Language Reality, Basics of
Communication Semiotics, Everyday
Linguistics...His last professional work,
Croatian Language at the Threshold of the
European Union with which he participat-
ed at arecent linguistic conference in Split,
is yet to be published in proceedings.

Masa Stojcic
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Mappa Mundi
Dubravko Skiljan

Dubravko Skiljan, lingvist i semiolog,
predstavio nam je u svojoj najnovijoj knjizi
Mappa Mundi (Karte Svijeta) zanimljiv
pristup sagledavanja povijesnog razvoja
kartografskog prikaza kroz prizmu semio-
logije (semilogija je znanost koja se bavi
znakovima i sustavima znakova, teorija
znakova).

Knjigu je objavila na hrvatskom jeziku
nakladni¢ka kuéa Antibarbarus iz Zagreba
2006. godine. Urednik je Albert Goldstein.
Knjiga ima 151 stranicu, mekog je uveza,
veli€ine 17x28 cm, ISBN 953-249-010-8.

Sadrzaj knjige podijelien je na Cetiri
poglavlja.

Prvo poglavlje Kartografi i njihova
publika prikazuje nam kako se odnos
izmedu kartografa, karte i publike kon-
stantno mijenja i razvija. Ono nas upucuje
na spregu izmedu karte i stanja svijesti
CovjeCanstva i poimanja ljudske zbilje.
Kartu odredenog povijesnog razdoblja
poimamo kao znak toga vremena, nosio-
ca njegovih karakteristika.

U drugome poglavlju Svijetovi i zna-
kovi predstavljeno je svako pojedino raz-
doblje razvitka karte svijeta.

Trece poglavlje |zrazi i sadrZaji govori
o mijenjanju kartografskog prikaza kroz
povijest kartografije. Razdoblja nase po-
vijesti imala su razli¢ite prioritete karto-
grafske forme i sadrzaja.

| Cetvrto poglavlje Znacenje i smislovi
povezuje kartografski prikaz sa zna-

Prikazi knjiga i Casopisa

¢enjem toga prikaza od pojave prvih sa-
Cuvanih karata svijeta pa sve do danas.
Takoder vidimo kako se znacenje sadr-
Zaja karata kroz povijest mijenja. Autor
ukazuje i na Cinjenicu da karta kao pre-
zentacija sadasnjega svijeta, vrlo aktivno
sudjeluje i u formiranju kolektivne svijesti
primaoca tih informacija. Karta nije samo
puko skupljaliste trenutnih saznanja o
svijetu oko nas, nego dapace ona kon-
struira identitet samog kartografa i nje-
gove publike. | velika je zabluda ako se
misli da je taj proces stao. On naime i dalje
traje. Karta ne prikazuje svijet kakav je,
nego onakvim kakvim ga mi vidimo. Nasa
stvarnost i nasa percepcija danasnjeg
svijeta su subjektivne stvari koje se
razlikuju od drustva do drustva. Ovo po-
glavlje govori o povezanosti znakova s
nasom slikom stvarosti, te o oblikovanju
stvarnosti.

Preporucila bih ovu knjigu svakome
koga zanima povijesni razvoj karata i njene
simbolike. Knjiga nije napisana za uski
krug strucnjaka, ona je razumljiva i Sirem
krugu Citatelja. Medutim pisac Cesto rabi
vrlo dugacke re€enice koje Citatelju mogu
biti zamorne. Sadrzaj knjige popracen je
zanimljivim ilustracijama starih karata (njih
ukupno 48). One su neophodne za razu-
mijevanje iznesenih razlaganja.

Na kraju knjige nalazi se popis lite-
rature i popis izvora ilustracija.

Jedino $to knjizi nedostaje, nekoliko
je reenica o autoru knjige, prof. Dubravku

World map, anonymus drawing from Leipzig codex, 11th century
Taken from D. Skiljan: Mappa Mundli.

Karta svijeta, anonimni crtez iz LeipzisSkog kodeksa, 11. st.
Preuzeto iz D. Skiljan: Mappa Mundi.

DUBRAVKO SKILIAN
MAPPA MUNDI
Knrtugrafi i njilira publita / Svjetovi § swakavi
Terazi ¢ sadviagi / Znadenja § smislovi

Skiljanu. Stjecajem okolnosti, nazalost, o
nedavno preminulome profesoru D.
Skiljanu (Zagreb, 31. X. 1949 - Zagreb,
21. VII. 2007), hrvatskom jezikoslovcu i
autoru brojnih znanstvenih djela mogli
smo ponesto saznati iz novina.

Nema u hrvatskome jezikoslovlju mno-
go znanstvenika Ciji je stru¢ni autoritet
priznat i u svjetskim lingvistickim krugo-
vima. Od subote 21. srpnja, kad je umro
prof. dr. sc. Dubravko Skiljan, ta je drago-
cjena skupina medunarodno visoko-
cijenjenih hrvatskih jezikoslovaca bitno
osiromasena. Podrijetlom iz obitelji velikih
imena hrvatske kulture Dubravko Skiljan
bio je intelektualac eruditskih znanja, koja
su, osim uze struke, opce lingvistike, uklju-
Civala poznavanje klasi¢ne gréke i latinske
bastine, arheologije, semiologije, primije-
njene lingvistike i sociolingvistike, prevodi-
teljskih i spisateljskih umije¢a. Na Odsjeku
za opcu lingvistiku Filozofskoga fakulteta
u Zagrebu bio je proCelnik Katedre za
opcu lingvistiku, te jedan od osnivaca i prvi
pro€elnik katedara za semiologiju i primi-
jenjenu lingvistiku. Autor je viSe od 250
radova, medu njima 40-ak knjiga, od kojih
su nezaobilazne Dinamika jezi€nih struk-
tura, Govor realnosti i realnost jezika, Os-
nove semiologije komunikacije, Lingvisti-
ka svakodnevice... Posljednji stru€ni rad,
Hrvatski na pragu Evropske unije, kojim
je sudjelovao na nedavnom lingvistiCkom
skupu u Splitu, tek treba biti objavljen u
zborniku.

Masa Stojcic
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