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Conferences and Exibitions
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2nd International Conference on Cartography and GIS
Borovets, January 21-24, 2008

The 2nd International Conference on
Cartography and GIS was held in
Borovets, Bulgaria from January 21 to 24,
2008. The former president of the Inter-
national Cartographic Association (ICA)
Milan Konecny was the president of the
International Organization Commission,
and Temenoujka Bandrova from the Uni-
versity for Architecture, Civil Engineering
and Geodesy in Sofia was the president
of the Local Organization Commission.

At the opening ceremony, the twelve
year old Joanna Ivanova was awarded the
award for the best children’s drawing of
the Barbara Petchenik competition held
in Moscow in 2007. The opening ceremo-
ny also featured speeches by notable
people and a performance by a folklore
ensemble.

The conference lasted three days.
Almost 100 lectures were held and there
were following keynote lectures:

M. Nagy-Rothengass: Information and
Communication Technologies for
Sustainable Growth: Future Chal-
lenges and GIS Perspectives

W. Reinhardt: Current Issues in Gl Qual-
ity Research

M. Phoenix: GeoSpatial Education: A
Global Summary

A. Annoni: INSPIRE and GEOSS: Why
Geo-Information is becoming so im-
portant?

K. lliev: Digital Camera - New Challenge
in Geodata Acquisition

R. Russinov: www.bgmaps.com - Bulgar-
ian Online Maps and Mapping Serv-
ices

Croatia was represented in the con-
ference with one invited lecture:

I. Racetin, M. Lapaine: Spatial Data Up-
dating in the Frame of EU Requests.

Alllectures were published in the Pro-
ceedings.

Within the frame of the conference,
there was a Seminar on early warning and
disaster/crises management in collabora-
tion with the European Union and spon-
sored by the ambassador of the Czech
Republic Mr. M. Klepetko, who is also an
academic musician, conductor.

In addition to lectures, the working
part of the conference encompassed ses-
sions of the ICA Commission on Cartog-
raphy and Children, the ICA Commission
on Planetary Cartography, and the ICA
Working Group on Cartography and Ear-
ly Warning and Crises Management.
There was also a technical exhibition, a
map exhibition and a retrospective exhi-
bition of the Barbara Petchenik Children’s
World Map competition.

There was also an opportunity for a
meeting of the Management Board of the
Association for Geospatial Information in
South-East Europe — AGISEE.

In addition to the working part, the
conference also featured the welcome
reception, a gala dinner and the closing
ceremony.

The conference was held at the Zo-
diak hotel in the beautiful skiing resort
Borovets, located on northern slopes of

the Rila mountain, 1350 m altitude, just
70 km away from the capital, Sofia. Rila
is the highest mountain in Bulgaria and
the Balkan Peninsula. The highest peak
Moussala is 2925 m high. The mountain
is also called the Water Mountain. Springs
of three large Bulgarian rivers, Marica, Iskr
and Mesta are located on the mountain.
There are over 140 brilliantly blue lakes
on Rila. With its forests, mountain peaks,
lakes, meadows and rivers, Rilais an ideal
place for hiking, mountaineering and ski-
ing. Spending time there leaves memo-
rable impressions.

At the end of this brief report, | wish
to thank Prof. Dr. Milan Konecny, the
former president of the ICA and Mr. Ales-
sandro Annoni, head of the Spatial Data
Infrastructure Unit of the Institute for En-
vironment and Sustainability, Joint Re-
search Centre, Ispra, Italy, for their invita-
tion to Borovets and help in cofinancing
my travel expenses and accommodation
by the European Commission.

Special praise goes to conference or-
ganizers led by Prof. Dr. Temenoujka Ban-
drova who did everything to make the par-
ticipants’ stay in Borovets as comfortable
and as nice as possible.

It would be nice to participate in the
next, 3rd International Conference on Car-
tography and GIS in two years in Boro-
vets.

Milienko Lapaine
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Skupovi i izlozbe

2. medunarodna konferencija o kartografiji i GIS-u

Borovec, 21-24. sijecnja 2008.

U Borovcu u Bugarskoj odrZana je od
21. do 24. sijecnja 2008. godine 2. me-
dunarodna konferencija o kartografiji i
GIS-u. Predsjednik Medunarodnog orga-
nizacijskog povjerenstva bio je prethodni
predsjednik Medunarodnog kartografskog
drustva (International Cartographic Asso-
ciation - ICA), Milan Konecny, a predsjed-
nica Lokalnog organizacijskog povjeren-
stva bila je Temenoujka Bandrova sa
Sveucilista za arhitekturu, gradevinarstvo
i geodeziju u Sofiji.

Na sve¢anom otvaranju konferencije,
uz govore vazni osoba i nastup folklornog
ansambla, sluzbeno je uruCena nagrada
12. godi8njoj Joanni Ivanovoj za najbolji
djecji crtez na natje€aju Barbare Petch-
enik odrzanom u Moskvi, 2007.
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Konferencija je trajala tri dana. Odr-
zano je gotovo 100 predavanja, a medu
njima su ova bila glavna:

M. Nagy-Rothengass: Information and
Communication Technologies for
Sustainable Growth: Future Chal-
lenges and GIS Perspectives

W. Reinhardt: Current Issues in Gl Qual-
ity Research

M. Phoenix: GeoSpatial Education: A
Global Summary

A. Annoni: INSPIRE and GEOSS: why
Geo-Information is becoming so im-
portant?

K. lliev: Digital Camera - New Challenge
in Geodata Acquisition

R. Russinov: www.bgmaps.com - Bulgar-
ian Online Maps and Mapping Serv-
ices

Hrvatska je konferenciji bila zastu-
pliena s jednim pozvanim predavanjem:

I. Racetin, M. Lapaine: Spatial Data Up-
dating in the Frame of EU Requests.

Sva odrzana predavanja objavljena
su u Zborniku radova.

U sklopu konferencije odrzan je semi-
nar o ranom upozoravanju i upravljanju
katastrofama/krizama u suradnji s EU i
pod pokroviteljstvom ambasadora Ceske
Republike gospodina M. Klepetka, koji je
inace akademski glazbenik, dirigent.

Osim izlaganja referata, radni dio
konferencije obuhvatio je sjednice Pov-
jerenstva za kartografiju i djecu ICA-e
(Commission on Cartography and Chil-
dren), Povjerenstva za kartografiju plane-
taICA-e (Commission on Planetary Carto-
graphy), Radne skupine za kartografiju i
pravodobno upozoravanje i upravljanje
kriznim slu¢ajevima (Working Group on
Cartography and Early Warning and
Crises Management). Mogla se pogledati
manja tehnicka izlozba, izlozba karata i
retrospektivna izlozba djegjih radova s
natjeCaja Barbare Petchenik za najbolju
dje€ju kartu svijeta (Barbara Petchenik
Children’s World Map).

Ukazala se takoder prigoda za sas-
tanak upravnog odbora Drustva za
geoprostorne informacije jugoistone
Europe — AGISEE.

Osim radnog dijela konferencija je
imala domjenak dobrodoSlice, sve¢anu
vec€eru i sve€ano zatvaranje.

Konferencija se odrzala u hotelu Zodi-
ak u prekrasnom skijaliSnom mjestu Bo-
rovcu, smjestnom na sjevernim padinama
planine Rila na nadmorskoj visini od 1350
m, a udaljenom od glavnog grada Sofije
samo 70 km. Rila je najvi$a planina u Bu-
garskoj i na Balkanskom poluotoku. Naj-
vii vrh Moussala je na visini od 2925 m.
Drugo ime za tu planinu je Vodena plani-
na. Na njoj izviru tri velike Bugarske rijeke:
Marica, Iskri Mesta. Na Rili je viSe od 140
briljantno plavih jezera. Sa svojim Suma-
ma, vrhovima planina, jezerima, livadama
i rijekama, Rila je idealno mjesto za Setnje,
planinarenje i skijanje. Boravak u tom
kraju ostavlja nezaboravne dojmove.

Na kraju ovog kratkog izvjestaja zelim
zahvaliti prof. dr. Milanu Koneénom, pret-
hodnom predsjedniku Medunarodnoga

kartografskog drustva (International Car-
tographic Association - ICA) i gospodinu
Alessandru Annoniju, voditelju Jedinice za
infrastrukturu prostornih podatka Instituta
za okoli$ i odrzivi razvoj (SDI Unit, Insitute
for Environment and Sustainability), Joint
Research Centre, Ispra, Italija, na njiho-
vom pozivu u Borovec uz sufinanciranje
putnih troSkova i smjeStaja od strane Eu-
ropske Komisije.

Posebno treba pohvaliti organizatore
konferencije na Celu s prof. dr. Temeno-
ujkom Bandrovom koji su ucinili sve da bi
sudionicima ucinili boravak u Borovcu Sto
ugodnijim i ljepSim.

Bilo bi lijepo sudjelovati na sliedecoj
3. medunarodnoj konferenciji o kartografiji
i GIS-u.

Miljenko Lapaine
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