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Abstract: In this paper the origin of the term ‘atlas’, as
a bound collection of maps, is considered. It is usually
thought to derive from the name of the Titan, Atlas,
who was punished by being forced to bear the entire
celestial sphere or universe on his shoulders. Howev-
er, on the basis of research into and translation of the
original Preface of Mercator's Atlas sive cosmograph-
icae meditationes de fabrica mvndi et fabricati figvra,
it has been determined that Mercator did not refer to
this legend, but named his atlas for the completely dif-
ferent characteristics, such as wisdom, erudition and
humanity, of another Atlas.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Definition

An atlas is a collection of maps, usually bound to-
gether. It can also be in multimedia form.

1.2. Historical overview of atlases before
Mercator

In the late Middle Ages, cartographers often compiled
groups of maps or portolans of the known world in the
form of codices or bound books. Some of the oldest ex-
amples are the Atlas of Islam, from the 10th century, and,
in European cartography, the atlas by Pietro Vesconte,
from 1313.

As a map and book combined, the atlas or map book
is relatively modern in the history of cartography, if one
considers editions of Ptolemy’s Geography (printed with
maps since 1477) in illustrated book form. The oldest
atlases date back to the 15th century and consist of coast-
al area maps. During the 1530’s and 1540’s, some hy-
drographers and cosmographers of Dieppe produced
manuscript maritime world atlases, as gifts for royalty or
the nobility. It is believed Jean Rotz was the first, with his
Boke of Idrography, presented to Henry VIII of England

in 1542. Rotz transformed a large world chart into a book
containing “all hydrography of marine science”, explain-
ing that such a book was easier to read and handle. An
important centre for the production of marine world at-
lases was Battista Agnese’s workshop in Venice, between
1536 and 1564.

Since 1477, Ptolemy’s Geography and its later edi-
tions, published by Sebastian Munster from 1540 on-
wards, together with Minster’s popular Cosmography,
published in Basle between 1544 and 1628, have un-
doubtedly served as model world atlases and inspired
publishers to produce new atlases. It was Italian map
dealers who produced the prototype of the contempo-
rary atlas. The earliest appeared in 1568 or 1569, and its
concept probably originated in Venice. Antonio Lafreri
from Rome was the leading map practitioner of the time,
which is why A. E. Nordenskiéld suggested that such
atlases be referred to as “Lafreri atlases”. The alterna-
tive term is IATO (ltalian atlases assembled to order).
Some collections have title pages produced between
1570 and 1572 bearing these words: Geografia: Tavole
moderne di Geografia de la maggior parte del mondo di
diversi autori raccolte et messe secondo l'ordine di Tolom-
€0 ... stampate in rame ... in Roma. The title page usual-
ly depicts Atlas bearing the globe of the Earth (not the
celestial sphere) on his shoulders. Thus Lafreri was the
first to link Atlas the Titan to a set of maps, although he
did not call his map collection an “atlas”.

Abraham Ortelius of Antwerp was the first to compile
and publish a modern atlas in the form of a systematic,
bound collection of maps of various parts of the world in
a consistent format, based on principles he established
as editor. His Theatrum Orbis Terrarum (Antwerp, 1570),
was an immediate success and was published in many
editions. Ortelius was actually a cartographer editor who
used maps by other authors. He listed their names in his
Catalogus auctorum. It is worth mentioning that Ortelius’s
Theatrum was accompanied by a large world city atlas
entitled Civitates Orbis Terrarum, by Georg Braun and
Frans Hogenberg, produced in six volumes in Cologne
between 1572 and 1618.
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SazZetak: Razmatra se porijeklo naziva atlas za (uve-
zanu) zbirku karata. Obi¢no se smatra da je naziv atlas
Za zbirku karata nastao od imena titana Atlasa koji je
po kazni bio prisilien nositi cijelu nebesku kuglu ili cijeli
svemir na svojim ramenima. Medutim, na temelju pro-
vedenih istraZivanja i prijevoda izvornog Predgovora
Mercatorova Atlas sive cosmographicae meditationes
de fabrica mundi et fabricati figura utvrdeno je da Mer-
cator uopce ne spominje tu legendu, nego da je dao
ime svom atlasu na temelju karakteristika jednog dru-
gog Atlasa, a to su ponajprije mudrost, obrazovanost i
covjecnost.

Kljuéne rijeci: Atlas, atlas, Mercator

1. Uvod

1.1 Definicija

Atlas je zbirka karata koje su obi¢no zajedno uvezane.
MozZe biti i u multimedijskom obliku.

1.2. Povijesni prikaz atlasa do Mercatora

U kasnom srednjem vijeku grupe karata ili portulana
poznatoga svijeta njihovi autori su ¢esto stavljali zajedno
u obliku kodeksa ili uvezane knjige. Medu najstarijim pri-
mjercima su tzv. Atlas Islama koji datira iz 10. stoljeca, a
u europskoj kartografiji atlas Pietra Vescontea iz 1313.

Kao kombinacija karte i knjige, atlas ili knjiga karata
je relativno moderna u povijesti kartografije, ako se izda-
nja Ptolemejeve Geografije (tiskana s kartama od 1477)
smatraju ilustriranim knjigama. Najstariji atlasi potje€u iz
15. st. i sastoje se od karata oto¢nih podru¢ja. Godina
1530-ih i 1540-ih neki od Dieppeovih hidrografa i kozmo-
grafa izraduju rukopisne pomorske atlase svijeta da bi ih
se prezentiralo kraljevskim ili gospodskim osobama. Smat-
ra se daje Jean Rotz prvi od njih sa svojom Boke of Idro-
graphy §to je prikazana Henriku VIII. od Engleske 1542.
godine. U njoj je transformirao veliku pomorsku kartu

svijeta u knjigu koja sadrzi “svu hidrografiju pomorske
znanosti”, objasnjavajuci da se s takvom knjigom moze
lak3e i pogodnije rukovati. U Italiji je jedano vaZno srediste
za proizvodnju pomorskih atlasa svijeta bilo u radionici
Battiste Agnesea u Veneciji, od 1536. do 1564.

Od 1477. Ptolemejeva Geografija i njezina kasnija
izdanja $to ih je objavljivao Sebastian Munster od 1540,
zajedno s popularnom Munsterovom Cosmographijom,
objavljivanom u Baselu od 1544. do 1628, nedvojbeno
je sluzila kao atlas svijeta i inspirirala izdavace s idejom
o izradi novih atlasa. Talijanski prodavaci karata stvorili
su prototip suvremenog atlasa. Najraniji se pojavljuje
1568-69, a koncept vjerojatno potjece iz Venecije. Antonio
Lafreri iz Rima bio je vodeci kartograf prakti¢ar toga doba,
pa je zbog toga A. E. Nordenskiéld predloZio za takve
atlase naziv “Lafrerijev atlas”. Alternativniim je naziv IATO
(Talijanski atlasi skupljeni i poredani, Italian atlases as-
sembled to order). Neke od tih zbirki imaju naslovnice iz-
radene izmedu 1570.i1572. s otisnutim rije¢ima Geogra-
fia: Tavole moderne di Geografia de la maggior parte del
mondo di diversi autori raccolte et messe secondo l'ordine
di Tolomeo ... stampate in rame ... in Roma. Dizajnirana
naslovnica uobi¢ajeno prikazuje sliku Atlasa koji drzi ze-
maljski globus (ne nebesku sferu) na svojim ramenima.
Dakle, Lafreri je bio prvi koji je na izvjestan nacin pridruzio
titana Atlasa skupu karata, premda svoju zbirku karata
nije nazvao “atlasom”.

Abraham Ortelius iz Antwerpena bio je prvi koji je slo-
Zio i objavio moderni atlas u obliku sustavne, uvezane
zbirke karata razliCitih dijelova svijeta u konzistentnom
formatu, sloZenom na principima koje je sam zadao kao
urednik. Njegov Theatrum Orbis Terrarum, Antwerpen,
1570, bio je neposredan uspjeh, a objavljen je u mnogo
izdanja. Ortelius je zapravo bio kartograf urednik koji je
upotrijebio karte drugih autora. Njihova imena popisao
je u svojem Catalogus auctorum. Spomenimo da su kao
pratnju Orteilusovu Theatrumu, Georg Braun i Frans
Hogenberg objavili svoj veliki alas gradova svijeta, Civita-
tes Orbis Terrarum, koji je izraden u Sest knjiga u Kéinu
u razdoblju 1572-1618.
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Fig. 1. Farnese Atlas at the National Archaeological
Museum in Naples, Italy

SI. 1. Farneseov Atlas iz Nacionalnog arheolo$kog
muzeja u Napulju

Author: Gabriel Seah
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 License
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/image:
Atlas_(Farnese_Globe).jpg

Gerard Mercator of Louvain and later Duisburg, who
was described as “the Ptolemy of our day” by his friend
Ortelius, made a new contribution to atlas drafting and
publishing. The innovation was in new maps manually
produced by their editor. His atlas was published in parts
from 1585 onwards. Mercator’s son, Rumold, published
the atlas as a bound book a year after his father had
died. It bears the title chosen by Mercator the elder, At-
las sive cosmographicae meditationes de fabrica mvndi
et fabricati figvra (Atlas, or cosmographical reflections
concerning the structure of the universe and the nature
of the universe as created). The term ‘atlas’ has become
generally accepted since then (Wallis, Robinson, 1987).

1.3. Two Atlases

Cartographers were inspired by two mythological per-
sons bearing the same name — Atlas. The first was the
son of Titan lapetus and Clymene and brother to Pro-
metheus (URL1).

In works of art, this Atlas bears the celestial sphere
or the globe of the Earth on his shoulders. The most fa-
mous example is the statue of Atlas by Farnese, kept in
the National Archaeological Museum in Naples (Fig. 1).
Farnese’s Atlas is a Roman marble copy from the 2nd
century of the Hellenistic statue of Atlas kneeling, bear-
ing a heavy sphere on his shoulders. It is the oldest known

statue of Atlas. It is also important to mention that the
sphere on Atlas’s shoulders is the oldest known repre-
sentation of the celestial sphere. More information about
the statue can be found by going to URL2.

As works of art in the form of sculptures, Atlases can
be seen in public places all over the world (e.g. at the
Rockefeller Centre in New York, in Hadda in Afghanistan
(Fig. 2), in Melbourne, Australia (Fig. 3), in Praza do Tou-
ral in Santiago de Compostela (Fig. 4), in Vienna, Am-
sterdam and elsewhere.

However, Keuning (1947) noted that Mercator did not
name his map collection Atlas sive cosmographicae med-
itationes de fabrica mvndi et fabricati figvra after the Atlas
who bore the entire celestial sphere or universe on his
shoulders, but after the “mythical King of Libya, a wise
philosopher, mathematician and astronomer, who suppos-
edly made the first celestial globe”. The same statement
can be found on the web pages of Mapforum (URL1),
including the information that a figure of this Atlas can be
found on the title page of Mercator’s atlas (Fig. 6). Keun-
ing supports his statement by referring to the Preface Mer-
cator himself wrote for his atlas.

Intrigued by Keuning’s explanation of the origin of
the term ‘atlas’, we sought Mercator’s original text of the
preface to his Atlas sive. This was possible because the
atlasis on a CD in the library of the Chair of Geoinforma-
tion and the Chair of Cartography at the Faculty of Ge-
odesy of the University of Zagreb.

Actually, itis a two CD release, published by Octavo,
ISBN 1-891788-26-4. This digital edition enables one to
access each page of the atlas using Adobe Acrobat Read-
er. There is also an English translation of all the texts.
Images and maps can be zoomed. The whole atlas or
individual pages can be printed out in black-and-white or
colour. This paper contains a reproduction of the title page
of Mercator’s Atlas sive taken from this edition (Fig. 5).

The following can be read on the Internet pages of
Octavo (URL1): “Gerardus Mercator’s Atlas is the great-
est work of a man who revolutionized cartography. Mer-
cator’s Projection, a new and vastly more precise meth-
od of mapping, has immortalized the Flemish geogra-
pher and instrument maker. His other great innovations
involved simple terminology: the word Atlas, after the Ti-
tan who held up the universe, here first applied to a col-
lection of world maps (and one of the very few examples
of Renaissance allegory to survive in our modern vocab-
ulary), and the application of the name America (1538)
for the entire New World — Waldseemdller before him
(1501) had restricted the term to that portion (South
America) actually visited by Amerigo Vespucci. The first
two parts of the Atlas were published in 1585 and 1589:
they covered France, The Netherlands, Germany, Italy,
and the Balkans. The third and final part was left unfin-
ished on Mercator’s death; his son completed the work.
This Octavo Edition reproduces the first collected edi-
tion, from a beautifully hand-coloured copy, bound in con-
temporary calf, and features the first publication of a com-
plete English translation of the text.” The text cited con-
tains a couple of errors. Firstly, it states that Mercator
named his atlas after Atlas the Titan bearing the universe.
The best contra-argument to this statement is the origi-
nal of Mercator’s Atlas, which is also discussed in this
paper. Secondly, some dates are incorrect.
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Gerard Mercator iz Louvaina, kasnije Duisburg, kojeg
je njegov prijatelj Ortelius opisao kao “Ptolemeja nasih
dana”, dao je novi doprinos pri pripremanju i objavljivanju
atlasa. Njegova inovacija sastojala se u novim karata
8to ih je urednik izradio vlastitim rukama. Djelo je izdavano
u dijelovima od 1585. godine. Mercatorov sin Rumold
objavio je atlas kao uvezanu zbirku godinu dana nakon
oCeve smrti. Djelo nosi naslov $to ga je izabrao stariji
Mercator, tj. Atlas sive cosmographicae meditationes de
fabrica mundi et fabricati figura (Atlas, ili kozmografska
razmi$ljanja o strukturi i prirodi svijeta - Atlas, or cos-
mographical reflections concerning the structure of the
universe and the nature of the universe as created). Od
tada je termin “atlas” opcenito prihvaéen (Wallis, Ro-
binson, 1987).

1.3. Dva Atlasa

Kartografi su bili inspirirani dvama mitolo$kim bi¢ima
istoga imena Atlas. Prvi je bio sin titana Japeta i Klimene,
Prometejev brat (URL1).

U umijetnickim djelima taj Atlas na svojim ramenima
nosi nebesku sferu ili zemaljski globus. Najpoznatiji
primjer je Farneseov kip Atlasa koji se Cuva u napuljskom
Nacionalnom arheoloskom muzeju (slika 1). Farneseov
Atlas je rimska mramorna kopija iz 2. st. helenisti¢kog
kipa Atlasa koji kle¢eéi na svojim ramenima drzi tedku
kuglu. To je najstariji poznati kip Atlasa. Takoder je vazno
spomenuti, da je ta kugla na Atlasovim ramenima najstariji
poznati prikaz nebeske sfere. Vise podataka o tom kipu
mozZe se naci na URL2.

Atlas kao umjetni¢ko djelo u obliku skulpture moze
vidjeti i na javnim mjestima diljem svijeta (npr. u Rocke-
fellerovu centru u New Yorku, u Haddi u Afganistanu (slika
2), u Melbourneu u Australiji (slika 3), na Praza do Toural
u Santiago de Composteli (slika 4), u Be€u, u Amsterda-
mu i drugdje.

Medutim, Keuning (1947) je primijetio da Mercator
nije dao ime svojoj zbirci karata Atlas sive Cosmogra-
phicae meditationes de fabrica Mvndi et fabricati figvra
prema Atlasu koji na svojim ramenima drZi zemaljski glo-
bus ili nebesku sferu, nego prema “mitskom kralju Libije,
mudrom filozofu, matemati¢aru i astronomu, za kojeg se
smatra da je izradio prvi globus neba.” Ista tvrdnja moze
se naci i na web-stranicama Mapforuma (URL1), uz
dodatak da se prikaz tog Atlasa nalazi na naslovnici
Mercatorova atlasa (slika 5). Keuning svoju tvrdnju
obrazlaze pozivanjem na Predgovor $to ga je sam
Mercator napisao za svoj atlas.

Potaknuti Keuningovim objadnjenjem porijekla naziva
atlas, potrazili smo izvorni Mercatorov tekst predgovora
njegovu Atlasu sive ... . To je bilo moguce jer u knjiznici
Katedre za geoinformacije i Katedre za kartografiju
Geodetskog fakulteta SveuciliSta u Zagrebu imamo taj
atlas na CD-u.

Zapravo radi se o izdanju na 2 CD-a tvrtke Octavo,
ISBN 1-891788-26-4. To digitalno izdanje omoguéava pri-
kazivanje svake stranice atlasa s pomocéu programa Ado-
be Acrobat Reader. Osim toga tu je i prijevod cjelokupnog
teksta na engleski. Slike i karte se mogu zumirati. Citav
atlas ili pojedine stranice mogu se otisnuti na papir, u crno-
bijeloj verziji ili u boji. Iz navedenog izdanja reproduciramo
u ovome radu naslovnicu Mercatorova Atlasa sive ... (slika 6).

Fig. 2. Atlas on the roof of the Royal Palace
in Amsterdam

SI. 2. Atlas na krovu kraljevske palace
u Amsterdamu

Na internetskim stranicama Octava (URL1) moze se
proCitati: “Atlas Gerarda Mercatora je najvece djelo ¢ov-
jeka koji je revolucionizirao kartografiju. Mercatorova pro-
Jekcija, nova i kolosalno precizna metoda kartiranja, u€inili
su besmrtnim flamanskoga geografa i izradivaca instru-
menata. Njegove druge inovacije su terminolo8kog karak-
tera: rije€ Atlas, po titanu koji drzi svemir, ovdje je po prvi
put primijenjena na zbirku karata svijeta, (i to je jedan od
samo nekoliko primjera renesansne alegorije koji je pre-
Zivio u nadem suvremenom rje¢niku), i primjena imena
America (1538) za cijeli Novi Svijet - prije njega je Wald-
seemdller (1501) ogranicio taj pojam na onaj dio (JuZzna
Amerika) koji je stvarno posjetio Amerigo Vespucci. Prva
dva dijela Atlasa objavljena su 1585. i 1589: prikazuju
podru¢ja Francuske, Nizozemske, Njemacke, Italije i Bal-
kana. Treci i posljednji dio ostao je nedovrsen u trenutku
Mercatorove smrti; posao je dovrsio njegov sin. Octavo
izdanje reproducira prvo izdanje, prekrasan rukom obojan
primjerak, uvezan u telecu kozu, i to je prva publikacija
cjelokupnog prijevoda teksta na engleski jezik.” U tekstu
koji je citiran ima nekoliko pogreSaka. Prvo, navodi se
da je Mercator dao naziv svom atlasu prema titanu Atlasu
koji drzi svemir. Da tome nije tako, najbolje svjedogi izvor-
nik Mercatorova Atlasa, a 0 tome piSemo i u ovome radu.
Drugo su pogresno navedene neke godine.

Atlas na CD-u sadrzi predgovor u izvorniku, na latin-
skom jeziku (Praefatio in Atlantem) i u prijevodu na en-
gleski (Preface to the atlas). Za potrebe ovog rada u¢injen
je prijevod Mercatorova predgovora s izvornika na
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Fig. 3. (left) Atlas supports the terrestrial globe on a building in Collins Street, Melbourne, Australia
SI. 3. (lijevo) Atlas pridrZzava zemaljski globus na zgradi u Collinsovoj ulici, Melbourne, Australija
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lmage:Atlas_sculpture_on_collins_street_melbourne.jpg

Fig. 4. (right) Sculpture of Atlas, Praza do Toural, Santiago de Compostela, Spain
SI. 4. (desno) Kip Atlasa, Praza do Toural, Santiago de Compostela, Spanjolska

Author Luis Miguel Bugallo Sanchez, GNU Free Documentation license
http.//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/lmage:Atlas_Santiago_Toural_GFDL.jpg

The CD Atlas contains the original preface in Latin
(Praefatio in Atlantem) and translated into English (Pref-
ace to the Atlas). For the purpose of this paper, Merca-
tor’s original preface was translated into Croatian and
again into English. This was because we noticed that
the English translation of the preface published on the
aforementioned CD was not good enough.

2. Translation of Mercator’s Preface
and Atlas’s Family Tree

Here follows the translation of the preface and At-
las’s family tree from the Latin original of Mercator’s At-
las sive cosmographicae meditationes de fabrica mvndi
et fabricati figvra.

“Atlas, King of Mauritania, himself of royal descent,
had a father named Terrenus (Terrestrial, Native), i.e. born
there, as witnessed by Eusebius according to the oldest
historians, who was called Caelus (Celestial, Heavenly),
and mother Titea, called Terra (Earth). His grandfather
on his father and mother’s side was Helios (Elium) or Sol
(the Sun), King of Phoenicia, who lived in Byblos with his
wife, Beruth. Both were very proficient in astronomy and
the natural sciences. Their erudition earned them the
worthy names of Sol and Caelus.

Atlas, as noted by ancient writers, (Diodorus, Book
4, Chapter 5) was also a very proficient astrologer and
was the first among men to discuss the sphere. He had
numerous brothers — as many as 45 — who Caelus fa-
thered on various women. Titea, a very reasonable wom-
an, who did many good deeds for many, gave birth to 17
of them, and they were called Titans, after their mother.

He also had sisters, notably Basilia, who raised all
her brothers out of love for her mother and was thus
called, as they say, the Great Mother, and Rhea, who
was named Pandora.

When Caelus passed away, Basilia, as the oldest sis-
ter and more virtuous than the others, inherited the king-
dom with the agreement of her brothers and the people.
Since she had not yet married, she was a virgin.

Afterwards, wishing to leave an heir to the kingdom,
she married her brother Hyperion and had two children
with him, named Sol (the Sun) and Luna (the Moon).
The brothers of Hyperion, questioning their prudence and
fearing his children would enjoy royal rule, beheaded Hy-
perion and drowned Sol — who was still a child — in the
River Eridanus.

Then Caelus’s sons, notably Atlas and Saturnus, di-
vided their father’s kingdom amongst themselves. Atlas’s
regions stretched along the Ocean and Libya all the way
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ATLAS
stvr
COSMOGRAPHICA
MEDITATIONES

Gerardus Mercator Atlas sive Cosmographicae Meditationes de Fabrica Mundi et Fabricati Figura  Duisburg, 1595 Octavo VIEW 5 of 284
THE LESING J. ROSENWALD COLLECTION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Fig. 5. Title-page of the Mercator's Atlas sive ... (Octavo edition on 2 CD's, ISBN 1-891788-26-4)
SI. 5. Naslovnica Mercatorova Atlasa sive ... (izdanje tvrtke Octavo na 2 CD-a, ISBN 1-891788-26-4)

hrvatski jezik, ali i na engleski jezik. Naime, uo¢eno je da
je engleski prijevod predgovora koji je objavljen na
spome-nutom CD-u previse slobodan.

Prije prijevoda predgovora koji slijedi u sliede¢em pog-
lavlju, napomenimo da postoji jedan jezi¢ni problem. Radi
se o prijevodu imena Atlas s latinskog jezika. Ako bismo
postovali sustav, tada bi to bilo Atlant, prema genitivu
Atlantis. Medutim, buduc¢i da je op¢enito prihvaéeno ime
Atlas, odnosno naziv atlas, to ¢emo u prijevodu ostaviti
ime Atlas (prema nominativu).

2. Prijevod Mercatorova predgovora i
Atlasova rodoslovlja

Slijedi prijevod predgovora i Atlasova rodoslovija s
latinskog izvornika Mercatorova Atlas sive Cosmogra-
phicae meditationes de fabrica Mvndi et fabricati figvra.

Atlas, kralj Mauritanije, i sam kraljevskoga podrijetla,
imao je oca po imenu Terrenus (Zemaljski), tj. rodenoga
tamo, kako svjedoci Euzebije prema najstarijim povjesni-
¢arima, koji je bio nazvan Caelus (Celestin, Nebesni), i
majku Titeu, zvanu Terra (Zemlja). Djed po ocu i po majci
bio mu je Helije ili Sol (Sunce), kralj feni¢ki, koji je sa Ze-
nom Beruth Zivio u Byblosu. Obojica su veoma dobro
poznavali astronomiju i prirodne znanosti. Zbog svoje su
obrazovanosti dobili dostojna imena Sunca i Neba.

Atlas je takoder, kako navode stari pisci, (Diodor
knjiga 4. poglavlje 5) bio veoma stru¢an astrolog i prvi je

medu ljudima raspravljac o sferi. Imao je mnogo brace —
¢ak 45 — koje je Caelus rodio s razli€itim Zenama. Titea,
veoma razborita Zena, koja je ljudima ucinila mnogo
dobra, rodilaih je 17, te su zajedni¢kim imenom po majci
nazvani Titanima.

Imao je i sestre, medu njima su se isticale: Basilija,
koja je svu svoju bracu odgojila zbog nedostatka ljubavi
njihove majke i zbog toga je bila, kako kazu, nazvana
Velikom Majkom, te Rea koju su nazvali Pandorom.

Kad je Caelus skon¢ao, Basilija je kao najstarija po
godinama i vrlinom izuzetnija od drugih, stekla kraljevstvo
na osnovi opc¢e suglasnosti braée i naroda. Buduci da se
jo$ nije udala, bila je djevica.

Kasnije, u Zelji da kraljevstvu ostavi nasljednika, udala
se za brata Hiperiona i s njime rodila dvoje djece po imenu
Sol (Sunce) i Luna (Mjesec). Bra¢a Hiperionova, ¢udedi
se njihovoj razboritosti i u strahu da njegovoj djeci ne
pripadne kraljevska vlast, Hiperionu odsjeko$e glavu, a
Sunce - tada jo$ dijete — utopi$e u rijeci Eridanu.

Tada su Caelusovi sinovi, medu kojima su bili ugledniji
Atlas i Saturn, podijelili oéevo kraljevstvo medu sobom.
Atlasovi su se krajevi protezali uz Ocean i Libiju sve do
Gibraltarskog tjesnaca, gdje je brdo nazvano Atlas, a
stanovnici u Mauretaniji nazvani Atlanéanima.

Saturnu su pripale Sicilija i Libija. On je kasnije postao
omrazen medu svojima zbog tiranskog postupka prema
ocu Caelusu, te je pobjegao u Italiju i tamo ga je Janus
ucinio sudionikom u kraljevanju.
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to the Straits of Gibraltar, where there is a mount named
Atlas, and the inhabitants of Mauritania, named Atlantes.

Saturn gained Sicily and Libya. He later became hat-
ed among his people due to the tyrannical deeds he car-
ried out against his father Caelus, so he fled to Italy, where
Janus made him a co-ruler.

Since Diodorus states that the Atlantes were first ruled
by Caelus, who inspired the people scattered through-
out the fields, to gather and establish cities, it is certain
they were the oldest kings. Atlas, son of Atlas, drove out
his brother Hesperus and became the King of Iberia,
which was later named Hispania (Spain) after the flood
in 738. Hesperus fled to Etruria, where he became the
tutor of Janus. Atlas’s grandfather Helios (Elius) ruled in
Phoenicia from the flood in 662.

Diodorus confirms these kings were extraordinarily
wise by nature and by reflection. At the same time, they
practised humanity and piety, so Diodorus can rightly say
Atlas’'s descendants deserve to be praised more than
other people, for their piety and humane treatment of
newcomers, at the time of the 22nd or 23rd generation,
when much of the continent was still uninhabited.

Atlas had several sons, but gave the name Hesperus
to the one distinguished by piety, fairness and his humane
treatment of subordinates. When Hesperus climbed to the
top of Mount Atlas to observe star trajectories, he was
suddenly lifted up by the wind and was never seen again.

So states Diodorus, but | found him, as | already said,
as a king in Iberia, where he was blown by favourable
winds. There he lived reasonably and piously, and was
made Janus’ guardian due to his exceptional knowledge
and prudence, when he fled to Etruria to escape his broth-

’ Terrenus (Terrestrial)
or the Native,
named Caelus (Heavenly)

Helius . i
or Sol (the Sun) his sister Titea {
King of Phoenicia
daughter Titea
alias Terra
\ " (the Earth)

Atlas’s Family Tree

er. After Hesperus died, these roles were taken by his
brother Atlas.

My intention is to imitate, as far as my abilities and
strengths allow me, this Atlas who excelled in erudition,
humanity and knowledge. | intend to study cosmogra-
phy as from the elevated mirrors of the soul, so | may
perhaps search out some truth in things still undiscov-
ered, which you might bring to your studies of wisdom.

And as the universe contains the humber, species,
order, harmony, characteristics and outcome of all things,
so will I, beginning from the genesis, as required by me-
thodical understanding, recount all its parts according to
the order of genesis and observe their physical charac-
teristics, to indicate the causes of things, of which knowl-
edge is composed, wisdom, which directs everything to
good ends, is composed of knowledge, and prudence,
which lays down an easy path for those ends, is com-
posed of wisdom. This is going to be my goal in every-
thing. Furthermore, | am going to deal with celestial phe-
nomena in order, followed by astromantics, which are re-
lated to prognosis according to the stars, then elements
and geographical terms. Thus, | am going to represent
the whole world as if in a mirror, as principles for discov-
ering the cause of things and for obtaining knowledge and
wisdom. And this may lead the reader to deeper research.

Atlas’s Family Tree

From Eusebius’ work De euangelica praeparatione,
Book I, Chapter 7, which he annotated according to Sanc-
huniathon, author of the history of Phoenicia. Philo from
Byblos translated Sanchuniathon’s work word for word. The
family tree is partly from the work by Diodorus from Sicily.

| Olympian Jupiter
lllus, or Saturn

with his sister and wife Rhea Deucalion
lapetus Prometheus
with Clymene
daughter of Oceanus Epimetheus
Basilia
Baetilus Sol (the Sun)
) thered as a boy
Hyperion ST
with his sister and wife nthe Erdanus
Basilia Luna (the Moon)
Dagon,
the god of the Philistines
. ' [ Hesperus

called Jupiter Aratrius ’ Aﬂag ’
worshipped at Azotus Alcyone

Merope
At.IaS ‘ Electra
with Pleione Celeno
the daughter of Ocean Taygeta

Sterope

Mercury
\ Maia J

with Jupiter
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PRAEF A FI1®O.
Atlantem.

T'lus vex Manvitanice ¢rregio (femmate natus,patrem habuit Terrenson fiue indigenam,
iuxta Enfebyj ex antiguifsmis biftoricis teftimoniumyqui fuit Ceelus cognominatus,cs-wa
trem Titeam,cognomine T exram, ansm paternum fimulg maternwm Elivm fine Solem
NGRS regem Phanicie,qui cum vxore Beruthin Biblo babitabat ambas infigniter in Aitrono:
niia ¢ naturalibus difciplinis verfatosyita ve ernditionis gratia Solis & Ceeli nomenibus J{gm' Faberena
tur. Et quidem Atlas,ve citant veveres, Diodorns lib.s.cap s. aftrologus fuic peritifsimus, deg Gphae
vt primus inter homines Ji_fps.rmmr- Fm:_rcsbaémmm!_wf. quos Ceelusex a'mc.a_ﬁ.r Ilrxw:éu: genis
irfg ad 55, quorim 17, ex-Litea prodentifSana, < hominibus mulewn benefica fumina habust, quos
communi nomine dmatre Titanes appellanit; Sorores quog habuit, inter quas precipuce fuerunc Bafiz
diayquie fatres ommes fuos in gratiam matris educanit, proptereag, magnam amnt matrem n;:pr!!«t::m,
<5 Rbea guam Pandoram dixerant. Baftlia antem cum Calus obsjffet, vt prioy annis, ju'rfrfrfm‘-agr Sy
virtute veliquis prastancior,communi fratrion & populoril c‘anﬁnfu regnumnaélacft adbuc virgo,cum
auidli antea nupfiffec. PoStmodum cupiens regni heredem relingueresfratri Hy perioni napfie, ex quo dus
o8 peperic liberos, Solem Umem_,qriomm prudentiam admerati F ypevionis ,I’::fm:c;_ ,uupﬁm_ﬁ:a’}?m:
rrg:mmcmﬁmmrmrr,fpfrm _o!armnr_n‘r.mr, ¢oSolem adbnlr puernm in ‘/.'tmuwe Eridano f_:.«,:?ac.mmr:
Tum Celi fily,quornm nobiliores Atlas u-&r.rrmm_: exant, iter {é partiti j_'m:t regna patris, Atlanti
Joca inxta Oceanon, & Lybiam vfq & frevum Gaditanm contigerunt,vhi mons Atlas & gentes Ave
Lantes ab eo difle funt in Maritania.  Saturno vero Siciliaac Libya obuenermnt, qui ¢ poftea exs
ofus d fuis 6b tyraniidem in patvem Ceelum commifJam,fugit in Italid,ibi a Iano particeps reemi faélus,
Quia antem Diadorus ci cat,primum apud Atlantes veanaffe Celwm,hominesg antea per agros disperfos
‘ad catum condendasg vrbes ab eo exhortatos effe, certum eftantiquifSimos hos reges effe,fut enim At=
Lantis filius Atlas,pulfo fratre Fefpero,rex Iberie, que poft Hifpania eft dicta, anno poit dilunit vura
pierfale 738, Flefpero in Etruviam fugiente,vbi faétus oft Lani tutor. Auns Atlantis Elins in Phonicia
regna bar anno a dilunio 062, Et teitatur Diodorns bos reg es infignem pradentiam ex naturarerum &
contemplatione naclos, [imul & bumanitati ac pictati affucfaélos effe, vemerito dicar Diodorus, Ate
dantides tum pictatis, tin erga aduenas bumanitatis pre cateris gmu'[:m landem vuliffe, quando vix
‘22, ant 23. generatione completa,multce continentis partes bominibus adbuc vacnae evant. Habuit Ars
Las pluves filios, fed vusn pietate ac in fubditos inflitia bumanitated, infignem, qsiem Heiperam appels
Lait,qui cwon in Atlantis caconen ad feratandos aftrorum ewrfus afeendifJet, fubite a ventis correpeus,
Jeguagnam amplius vifus eit.Sie Diodorns;fed ego vedixiregem in Lberia fuiffe insienio,adeog, ventis
Jecundisin eam traieciffe, vhi ita pradenter & pié vixit, ve cum  fratve in Etruriam fugiffet, ob infigs
nem fapientiam & prudentiantyin Lani tutorem & regni adminiftratorem ﬁt confliturus, que mama
frater eius Atlas poit Flefberi mortem fufcepit. Hunc Atlantens cam infignem eruditione, bumanitate
ac fapientia virsem mibi imitandum propofui, quo ad ingenium <& vires fuppetsnt, Cofmogyaphiamves
duti exc alta animi j}:rrm'a contemplaturus,/i forte aliquid vericatisin rebus nondum percogmtisyimas
7i pofSint, quod ad fapientic Studsa conferas. Et ve Cofrmus omnisom revum numernm, Species, ordinem,
barmoniam, proportionem, Virtutes & effelius continet,itad creatione incipiens, partes eius omnes,
guatenys methodica ratio poStulat,inxta creationis ordinem ennmerabo, < phyfice contemplabor, quo
canfee vertm iunotefcant, ex quibus [cientia conftat, ex [cientia, fapientia, que ad bonos ommia fnes
dirigityex [apientia prosidentia que finsbus facilem Viam preestruit: bic evie mibi feopas omnigm, dein
de fuo ordine trallabo caleitia,mox aflromantica Lque ad dininationes ex aftris pertmentyquarto eles
mentaria,denig geographica, fic totum rrmj:m"um tanquam in fpeculs proponam, v ad inucniendasres
zon caufas fapientiam & pradentiam affequendamfine aliqualia rudimenta, & leétorem ad altiores
peculationes ducere pofSint. 55
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Fig. 6. Mercator's Preface from his Atlas sive ... (Octavo edition on 2 CD's, ISBN 1-891788-26-4)
SI. 6. Mecatorov Predovor iz Atlasa sive ... (izdanje tvrtke Octavo na 2 CD-a, ISBN 1-891788-26-4

49



The Origin of the Term 'Atlas’

KiG 2008, 9
s P
i %
1 1
l. || |
H STEMMA ATLANTIS
il “E -
‘ I Fufeby] preparstione Enangelica lib. 1. cap.7.quod ille annotasiit exSmbanmrone%g_mce
'l historico, d Philone Biblio ad verbum verfo Et partim ex Diodero Siculo.
L ; fIuppiter Olympias. X
Lﬂ Illus, g4 ¢ Satarmus® PP 3 Deucalion.
i ! [ vxorforor Rhea. J e
L | Prometheus, 4
] Tapetus cui ex Clys ¢ :
1Y by
i | mene Oceani filia. ‘!
! . K}
i o~ Bafilia. | Epimetheus.
! Terrenus 1
vel Indigens,Ce | BtilUS. £Sol puerin Eridano
: lus cornomine, h doms affocatsiss
Fi;‘;ﬁz cui ex Titea for 3 Hypcnon_ yxor Jfocanty
;-:-f.‘x--m- Lorss Joror Bafilia.  {Luna.
nicie | Titea filia Dagon Jm;?ﬁifim:inormn,fdpp&erm_i;
& allii%fcrm. i us dilus, Aot colebatar.
«Hefperus.
| Atlas.
4 Alcyone,
_ Merope.
~ “Atlas e ex Pleione; Electra.
Oceani filia. Celeno.
l\Taycta.
Sterope, =
\ Mercurius,

Maia cwiex lose. 2

Fig. 7. Atlas's family tree from Mercator's Atlas sive ... (Octavo edition on 2 CD's, ISBN 1-891788-26-4)
SI. 7. Atlasovo rodoslovije iz Mecatorova Atlasa sive ... (izdanje tvrtke Octavo na 2 CD-a, ISBN 1-891788-26-4)
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Buduc¢i da Diodor navodi da je kod Atlanéana prvo
vladao Caelus i da je potakao ljude, koji su prije bili ras-
préeni po poljima, da se skupe i osnuju gradove, sigurno
je da su to bili najstariji kraljevi. Atlas, sin Atlasov, otjerao
je brata Hespera i postao kralj Iberije, koja je kasnije
nazvana Hispanijom (Spanjolskom) godine 738. poslije
opceg potopa. Hesper je pobjegao u Etruriju i tamo postao
Janusovim skrbnikom. Atlasov djed Helije vladao je u
Fenikiji od potopa godine 662.

Diodor potvrduje da su ti kraljevi stekli osobitu mudrost
po prirodi stvari i razmi$ljanjem. Ujedno su se privikli na
Covje€nost i poboznost, tako da Diodor s pravom moze
reci da su Atlasovi potomci zasluZili da ih se hvali vise od
ostalih naroda, kako zbog poboznosti tako i zbog ljudskog
postupka prema dosljacima u doba kada je tek 22. ili 23.
generacija zazZivjela i mnogi dijelovi kontinenta bili jo§
nenastanjeni.

Atlas je imao vise sinova, ali je jednoga, koji se isticao
pobozZnoséu, pravednoscu i Covjeénoséu prema podani-
cima, nazvao Hesper. Kad se Hesper popeo na vrh Atlasa
da promatra putanje zvijezda, iznenada ga je ponio vjetar
i viSe nikada nije bio viden.

Tako kaZe Diodor, ali ja sam ga pronaao, kako sam
vec rekao, kao kralja u Iberiji, kamo su ga prebacili povolj-
ni vjetrovi. Tamo je tako razborito i poboZno Zivio, da je
bio zbog izuzetna znanja i razboritosti postavljen za Janu-
sova staratelja i upravitelja kraljevstva, kad je od brata
pobjegao u Etruriju. Poslije Hesperove smrti te je sluzbe
preuzeo njegov brat Atlas.

Moja je namjera opona$ati, koliko mi sposobnosti i
snage dopustaju, tog Atlasa koji se toliko isticao obra-
zovanoseu, ljudskoséu i znanjem. Kanim prou¢avati koz-

’ Terrenus (Zemaljski)
ili tamo roden,
nazvan Caelus (Nebesni)

:.;ll.eshﬁ (Sunce) sa sestrom Titeom {
kralj Fenikije
kéi Titea
drugim imenom Terra
\ (Zemlja)

Atlasovo rodoslovlje

mografiju kao iz visokih ogledala duse, da bih mozda
mogao istraZiti neku istinu u stvarima jo§ neotkrivenim.
Ti bi to mogao dodati svojem bavljenju znano$cu.

| kao §to svemir sadrzi broj, vrstu, poredak, suglasje,
razmjernost, osobitosti i ishode svega, tako ¢u, pocevsi
od stvaranja, kako zahtijeva metodi¢ko razumijevanje,
sve njegove dijelove nabrojati prema redu stvaranja i
promatrati njihova fizikalna svojstva, da bi se ukazalo na
uzroke stvari, od kojih se sastoji znanje, od znanja se
pak sastoji mudrost koja sve usmjerava ka dobrim cilje-
vima, a od mudrosti providnost koja do ciljeva lagani put
stere. To ¢e mi biti cilj svega. Obradit éu nadalje redom
nebeske pojave, zatim astromanticke, koje se ti€u prori-
canja prema zvijezdama, kao Cetvrto elemente, zatim
geografske pojmove. Tako ¢u cijeli svijet prikazati kao u
ogledalu, da budu neka pocela za otkrivanje uzroka stvari
i za sticanje znanja i mudrosti. A to bi moglo povesti Eita-
oca ka dubljim istraZivanjima.

Atlasovo rodoslovlje

iz Eusebijeva djela De euangelica praeparatione,
knjiga |, poglavlje 7., koje je on pribiljezio prema Sanhuni-
atonu, autoru povijesti Fenikije. Filon iz Byblosa Sanhu-
niatonovo je djelo doslovce preveo. Adijelom je rodoslov-
lje i iz djela Diodora sa Sicilije.

3. Rasprava

Smisao ovoga rada nije u utvrdivanju razli¢itih inter-
pretacija ili tumacéenja gréke mitologije, niti u trazenju “pra-
vog” mita o Atlasu, nego u razjasnjavanju porijekla naziva
atlas prema izvorniku - Mercatorovu predgovoru zbirci
karata koja po prvi put u povijesti nosi ime “atlas”.

Jupiter Olimpski

llo, zvan i Saturn .
sa Zzenom sestrom Reom [ Deukalion
Japet Prometej
s Klimenom
kcéeri Oceanovom . .

Epimetej
Basilija
Betil

o Sol (Sunce)

Hiperion dijete utopljeno
sa Zenom sestrom u Eridanu
Basilijom

Luna (Mjesec)
Dagon,

bog Filistinaca,
nazvan Juppiter Aratrius

H
(Jupiter Poljodjelski), [ Aﬁ:ﬁ ”
Stovan u Azotu Alkiona
Meropa
Atlas
s Plejonom Elelktra
Oceanovom kceri eiena
Tajgeta
Steropa
Merkur
\ Maja J

s Jupitrom
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3. Discussion

The purpose of this paper is not to determine differ-
ent interpretations of Greek mythology, nor to track down
the “real” myth about Atlas, but to clarify the origin of the
term ‘atlas’ according to the original — Mercator’s pref-
ace to the first map collection to bear the name ‘atlas’.

1. In the Preface (Praefatio in Atlantem) to his atlas,
Mercator does not mention the war Atlas and the other
Titans unsuccessfully waged against Zeus and the other
Olympian gods. Likewise, he does not mention the pun-
ishment imposed upon Atlas by Zeus, who forced him to
bear the heavens on his shoulders forever.

2. Keuning rightly points out that Mercator did not
derive the term ‘atlas’ for a map collection from the fa-
mous Titan who was punished by perpetually bearing
the heavens on his shoulders. However, it is not clear
where Keuning found the statement that Mercator’s At-
las was the “mythical King of Libya, a wise philosopher,
mathematician and astronomer, credited with producing
the first celestial globe.” Mercator’s Preface to the Atlas
sive tells a somewhat different story.

3. To Mercator, Atlas was a descendant of people
who knew much about astronomy and the natural sci-
ences, a person of royal descent and a king of Maurita-
nia. He was a very proficient astrologer and the first per-
son to discuss the sphere. He ruled the African region
along the coast, from Libya, past the Straits of Gibraltar,
to Mauritania. Mount Atlas was named after him, as were
the Atlantes, the inhabitants of Mauritania. Furthermore,
Mercator considered Atlas wise, humane and pious, ex-
celling in erudition, humanity and knowledge. This Atlas
was the model for Mercator.

4. Notes

Nowadays, many things bear the name Atlas and are
related directly or indirectly to the Atlas of Greek mythol-
ogy. But there is more than one person in Greek mythol-
ogy named Atlas (URL4). He is mentioned as a Titan
who bore the celestial sphere on his shoulders, and as a

giant who was turned into stone near Athens, thereby
forming the Atlas Mountains. Furthermore, Atlas was the
legendary king of Mauritania and an expert astronomer.
He was also Poseidon’s mortal son and the first king of
Atlantis. However, various interpretations of Greek my-
thology are not the subject of this paper.

In addition to the term ‘atlas’ in cartography, which is
the subject of this paper, the word ‘atlas’ or ‘Atlas’ is found
in many other places. In astronomy, ‘Atlas’ is the name
of Saturn’s moon, the name of a Moon crater and the
name of a star. ‘Atlas’ can be found in biology, physics,
mathematics, space techniques, computer science, ge-
ography, the military industry, literature, journalism, com-
ics, sport, etc. Many company names contain the word
‘Atlas’, and some famous people’s first or last name is
‘Atlas’ (URL4).

5. Conclusions

In this paper, the authors have not discussed the var-
ious interpretations of Greek mythology related to the
name Atlas, but clarified the origin of the term ‘atlas’ ac-
cording to the original - Mercator’s preface to the first
map collection to bear the name ‘atlas’. It is usually be-
lieved that the term ‘atlas’ for a map collection was taken
from the name of Atlas the Titan, who can often be seen
in sculpture, and who is represented on some atlas title
pages, in cartouches of old maps and elsewhere, bear-
ing the globe of the Earth or the celestial sphere on his
shoulders as a punishment. On the basis of the research
conducted and the translation of the Preface to Merca-
tor’s Atlas sive cosmographicae meditationes de fabrica
mvndi et fabricatifigvra, it was determined that there was
no mention of punishment or of the burden on Atlas’s
shoulders. Mercator named his atlas primarily due to
another Atlas’s wisdom, erudition and humanity.
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Fig. 8. Atlas on the roof of the National Library in Vienna
SI. 8. Atlas na krovu Nacionalne knjiznice u Becu
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1. U Predgovoru (Praefatio in Atlantem) svojeg atlasa
Mercator ne spominje borbu koju su Atlas i drugi titani
bez uspjeha vodili protiv Zeusa i drugih olimpskih bogova.
Takoder, ne spominje kaznu kojom je Zeus kaznio Atlasa
prisilivsi ga da na svojim ramenima zauvijek nosi nebo.

2. Keuning je u pravu kad isti¢e da Mercator nije izveo
ime atlas za zbirku karata prema poznatom titanu koji je
kaZnjen doZivotnim noSenjem neba na svojim ramenima.
Medutim, nije jasno odakle je Keuning preuzeo tvrdnju
da je Mercatorov Atlas “mitski kralj Libije, mudar filozof,
matematiCar i astronom za kojeg se kaZe da je izradio
prvi globus neba.” Mercator u svojem Predgovoru Atlasu
sive ... piSe ipak malo drukgije.

3. Za Mercatora Atlas je potomak osoba koje su dobro
poznavale astronomiju i prirodne znanosti, kraljevskog
je podrijetla i kralj Mauritanije. Bio je vrlo stru¢an astrolog
i prva osoba koja je raspravljala o sferi. Vladao je africkim
podru€jem uz more, od Libije preko Gibraltarskog tjes-
naca do Mauritanije. Po njemu je nazvano gorje Atlas, a
stanovnici Mauritanije Atlan¢ani. Nadalje, za Mercatora
je Atlas mudar, Covje€an i poboZan, isti¢e se obrazo-
vanoscéu, ljudskoséu i znanjem. Za Mercatora je uzor
upravo takav Atlas.

4. Napomene

Mnogo toga u danasdnje doba nosi ime Atlas i stoji u
izravnoj ili neizravnoj vezi s Atlasom iz gréke mitologije.
Istaknimo da ¢ak ni u grékoj mitologiji ime Atlas nije
pridruZzeno samo jednoj osobi (URL4). Spominje se kao
titan koji na svojim ramenima nosi nebesku sferu, zatim
kao div kojeg je Atena pretvorila u stijenu, pa njegovo
tijelo Cini Atlasno gorje. Nadalje, Atlas je legendarni kral]
Mauritanije i vrstan astronom. Atlas je takoder smrtni
Posejdonov sin i prvi kralj Atlantisa. U svakom slucaju,
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razlicite interpretacije gré¢ke mitologije nisu bile predmet
ovoga rada.

Osim atlasa u kartografiji 0 kojem je bilo rijeci u ovome
radu, atlas ili Atlas se susreée i na mnogim drugim mjes-
tima. U astronomiji Atlas je ime Saturnova mjeseca, ime
kratera na Mjesecu i ime jedne zvijezde. Atlas se vise-
struko susrece u biologiji, fizici, matematici, svemirskoj
tehnici, racunarstvu, geografiji, vojnoj industriji, knjizev-
nosti, tisku, stripovima, sportu i dr. Veci broj tvrtki sadrzi
u svojem imenu ime Atlas, a neke poznate osobe nose
ime ili prezime Atlas (URL4).

5. Zakljuc¢ak

U ovome radu nisu utvrdivane razli¢ite interpretacije
ili tumacenja gréke mitologije vezane uz ime Atlas, nego
je razjasnjeno porijeklo naziva atlas prema izvorniku -
Mercatorovu predgovoru zbirci karata koja po prvi put u
povijesti nosi ime “atlas”. Obi¢no se smatra da je naziv
atlas za zbirku karata nastao prema imenu titana Atlasa
koji se Cesto moZe vidjeti u obliku skulptura, na naslov-
nicama nekih atlasa, u kartu§ama pojedinih starih karata
i drugdje kako za kaznu na svojim ramenima nosi zemalj-
ski globus ili nebesku sferu. Na temelju provedenih istrazi-
vanja i prijevoda Predgovora Mercatorova Atlas sive co-
smographicae meditationes de fabrica mundi et fabricati
figura utvrdeno je da to nije to€no, tj. da Mercator uopée ne
spominje kaznu ni teret na Atlasovim ramenima, veé da
je dao ime svom atlasu prvenstveno na temelju mudrosti,
obrazovanosti i Covje€nosti jednog drugog Atlasa.
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