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Curiosity

Maps You Don't See Every Day...

.. unless you visit strange maps
(URL1). Namely, the blog-shaped site is
actually a collection of about four hundred
unusual maps (although the map status
of some representations can be disputed)
of various content and purpose. In order
to illustrate their character, here are sev-
eral examples: Afghanistan surrounded by

tanks and weapons as a rug, the Atlantis,
a representation of time required to travel
from London to other capitals of the world,
arepresentation of Portland as a tattoo, a
representation of USA with its states rep-
resented by flags of countries with similar
populations (Fig. 1), a representation of
the Dutch city of Leyden in De Stijl style

Fig. 1. Map of USA with its states represented by flags of countries with
similar populations (URL 1)

Slika 1. Prikaz SAD-a sa saveznim drZavama prikazanim zastavama
zemalja sli¢nog broja stanovnika (URL1)

]

Fig. 2. Map of the Dutch city of Leyden in De Stijl style (URL 1)
Slika 2. Prikaz nizozemskog grada Leydena u stilu De Stijl (URL1)
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(Fig. 2), a crossword puzzle shaped like
the so-called Old Hungary (Fig. 3), etc. The
page was created in September 2006 and
is updated several times a week.

The left part of the main page contains
maps and accompanying content. Each
map is followed by a brief text containing
available data —title of the representation,
what it represents, who produced it and
when, what its purpose is, etc. Further-
more, if the representation was taken from
another page, a link to that page is given.
Also given are links to similar representa-
tions on Strange Maps, if such exist. Fi-
nally, each map can be commented on
publicly and discussed with other users,
with some discussions extending to sev-
eral months and more than 50 messages.

The right part of the main page con-
tains a column with additional content: sta-
tistics (the site had about 12 million vis-
its), e-mail contact address (users are en-
couraged to send unusual maps they find),
option to donate and support the page,
archive of maps, and links to other pages
with maps and other interesting blogs.
There is also a link to an interesting appli-
cation called IP2Map, which represents a
world map with positions of the last one
hundred visitors to the site (URL 2). Final-
ly, there is a search option for finding one
or more key words in the archive. For ex-
ample, searching for “Croatia” yields sev-
eral interesting representations, one of
which can be seen in Fig. 4. One distinct
comment of the representation reads: “I'm
impressed with little Croatia’s contribution
to worldwide consumption totals — and |
think | learned more about the map from
people’s comments than from the map it-
self — but hey that's what is all about!”

In conclusion, the page is full of in-
formative and often amusing content and
as such is ideal for relaxation from work
and serious obligations. The only com-
plaint refers to the low resolution of some
representations, which makes it impossi-
ble to perceive some of the details in them
and zooming not being any help.

Valentin Lapaine
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Zanimljivosti

Karte kakve se ne vidaju svaki dan ...

... ako se na posjecuje Strange Maps
(Neobicne karte) (URL 1). Naime, ta je
stranica u obliku bloga zapravo zbirka od
oko Cetiri stotine neobi¢nih karata (prem-

da bi se dalo diskutirati o tome koliko je

sadrzaja i namjene. Kako bi se docarala
njihova osebujnost, slijedi samo nekoliko
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Fig. 3. Crossword puzzle shaped like the so-called Old Hungary (URL 1)
Slika 3. Krizaljka u obliku tzv. Stare Madarske (URL1)
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Fig. 4. Representation of countries of the world as grapes with sizes
proportional to the amount of red wine drunk per capita in 2006 (URL 1)

Slika 4. Prikaz zemalja svijeta u obliku grozda s bobicama &ije su veli¢ine
proporcionalne koliCini popijenoga crnog vina po stanovniku u 2006.
godini (URL1)

ilustrativnih primjera: Afganistan okruzen
tenkovima i oruzjem kao tepih, Atlantida,
prikaz vremena potrebnog za put od Lon-
dona do neke druge svjetske metropole,
prikaz Portlanda kao tetovaza, prikaz
Sjedinjenih Americkih Drzava Cije su
savezne drzave prikazane zastavama
zemalja sli¢nog broja stanovnika (sl. 1),
prikaz nizozemskoga grada Leydena u
stilu De Stijl (sl. 2), krizaljka u obliku tzv.
Stare Madarske (sl. 3), itd. Stranica je
nastala u rujnu 2006. godine i dopunjuje
se novim sadrzajem svakih nekoliko dana.

Na lijevom dijelu glavne stranice nala-
ze se prikazi i popratni sadrzaji. Svaki pri-
kaz prati kraci tekst koji sadrzi dostupne
podatke o njemu — koji mu je naslov, §to
prikazuje, tko ga je i kada proizveo, koja
mu je namjena i slicno. Nadalje, ako je
prikaz preuzet s neke druge stranice, dana
je poveznica na tu stranicu. Takoder dane
su poveznice na sli¢ne prikaze na Strange
Mapsu, ako takvi postoje. Konacno, svaki
je prikaz moguce javno komentirati i dis-
kutirati o njemu s drugim korisnicima, pri
¢emu se takve diskusije nerijetko proteg-
nu na nekoliko mjeseci i viSe od 50 poruka.

Na desnom dijelu glavne stranice nalazi
se stupac s dodatnim sadrZajima: statistikom
(stranica ima oko 12 milijuna posjeta), e-
adresa za kontakt (korisnike se potice
poslati neobi¢ne karte na koje naidu),
moguénost donacije i podrske stranici,
arhiva prikaza, te poveznice na druge
stranice s kartama i na druge zanimljive
blogove. Tu je i poveznica na zanimljivu
aplikaciju nazvanu IP2Map, koja na karti
svijeta prikazuje polozaj posljednjih sto-
tinu posijetitelja stranice (URL 2). Napo-
sljetku, postoji i pretraznik kojim je mogu-
Ce pretraziti arhivu prikaza za jednu ili vise
klju€nih rijeci. Upise li se u njega npr. ,Cro-
atia“, dobiva se nekoliko interesantnih pri-
kaza, od kojih je jedan na sl. 4. Jedan od
upecatljivih komentara tog prikaza glasi:
,Zadivlien sam doprinosom male Hrvat-
ske svjetskom iznosu potrodnje —i mislim
da sam o ovoj karti viSe naucio iz drugih
komentara nego iz same karte — ali, hej,
u tome i jest poanta!”

Sve u svemu, stranica je prepuna
informativnog, a Cesto i duhovitog sadr-
Zaja i kao takva je idealna za odmor i
opustanje od posla i ozbiljnih obveza. Je-
dini prigovor odnosi se na prilicno nisku
razlu€ivost nekih prikaza, pa je neke od
detalja na njima nemoguce razaznati, pri
¢emu povecanje (zumiranje) prikaza ne
pomaze.

Valentin Lapaine
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