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25th Session of the United Nations Group of Experts
on Geographical Names

Nairobi, Kenya, May 5-12, 2009

United Nations Statisti-
cal Division (UNSD) organ-
ized the 25th Session of the
United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical
Names (UNGEGN) in Nai-
robi, Kenya, from May 5 to
May 12, 2009. 145 people
participated in the session.
There were more than 100
documents, papers and
special presentations about
geographic name standard-
ization.

Reports about activities
carried out during the previ-
ous period were presented
by UNGEGN bodies: the president, the
secretary, groups and work groups. Re-
ports were also presented by internation-
al organizations. Reports were about ac-
tivities which happened since the last
UNGEGN session. Geographic names as
a vital key for accessing information in
global and digital world were very impor-
tant at the session. There were promo-
tions of importance of geographic names
in communication, transport, economic
development and other areas of human
activities at national and international level
as an integral part of the national spatial
data infrastructure, with international col-

laboration as a basic factor of geograph-
ic name standardization.

The president of the East Central and
South-East Europe Group (ECSEEG),
which Croatia is a member of, presented
the Group’s report. He reported on the
Group’s meeting, a new member country
of the Group, Internet page establishment,
general document of the Group and its
document systematization.

In addition to the reports, there were
also thematic presentations: UN Second
Administrative Level Boundary project,
Problems of addressing and development,

AfricanGaz project, UN-
GEGN World Geographical
Names database, Euro-
GeoNames project, Google
Earth and Africa Essay and
Poem Competition.

The session was the
opportunity to hold a series
of UNGEGN Group and
working groups meetings.
E.g. the ECSEE Group held
a meeting on May 7. After
the president’s report on ac-
tivities carried out since the
19th ECSEE Group ses-
sion, problems occurring in
Group’s work were dis-
cussed. There were discussions about the
Group’s report form, further production of
the Group’s general document, Group’s
Internet page, possibilities of carrying out
projects within the Group, and future ac-
tivities.

A series of issues related to geo-
graphic name standardization were dis-
cussed at this UNGEGN session. Not all
discussions ended with a consensus, but
the working spirit, international commu-
nication, understanding and collaboration
dominating UNGEGN guarantee further
progress in processes of international
geographic name standardization.

Zeljko Hecimovic
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Skupovi i izlozbe

25. sjednica Skupine strucnjaka Ujedinjenih naroda
za geografska imena

Nairobi, Kenija, 5-12. svibnja 2009.

U organizaciji United Nations Statis-
tical Division (UNSD) od 5. do 12. svibnja
2009. u Nairobiju u Keniji odrzana je 25.
sjednica Skupine strucnjaka Ujedinjenih
naroda za geografska imena (25th Sessi-
on of the United Nations Group of Experts
on Geographical Names - UNGEGN). Na
skupu je bilo 145 uCesnika, aizlozeno vise
od 100 dokumenata, radova i specijalnih
prezentacija na temu standardizacije geo-
grafskih imena.

IzvjeS¢a o aktivnostima u proteklom
razdoblju podnijela su tijela UNGEGN-a:
predsjedavajuci, sekretarijat, skupine i
radne grupe. lzvje$¢a su podnijele i medu-
narodne organizacije. U izvje$¢ima su pri-
kazane aktivnosti od posljednjeg skupa
UNGEGN-a. Geografska imena kao vital-
ni klju¢ za pristup informacijama u global-
nom i digitalnom svijetu na skupu su dobi-
le punu vaznost. Promoviran je znacaj

geografskih imena u komunikaciji, pro-
metu, ekonomskom razvoju i drugim pod-
ru¢jima ljudske aktivnosti na nacionalnoj
i medunarodnoj razini kao sastavni dio
nacionalne infrastrukture prostornih poda-
taka, priem je medunarodna suradnja
osnovni ¢imbenik standardizacije geo-
grafskih imena.

Pod to¢kom dnevnog reda IzvjeSéa
UNGEGN skupina, predsjedavajuéi East
Central and South-East Europe Group
(ECSEEG), kojeg je Hrvatska ¢lanica,
predstavio je izvje§¢e Skupine. lzvijestio
je o odrzanom sastanku ECSEEG-a,
novoj zemlji Elanici, uspostavi internetskih
stranica, preglednom dokumentu i siste-
matizaciji dokumenata ECSEEG-a.

Osim podnesenih izvje$éa, odrzane
su tematske prezentacije: UN Second
Administrative Level Boundary project,
Problems of addressing and develop-
ment, AfricanGaz project, UNGEGN
World Geographical Names database,
EuroGeoNames project, Google Earth i
Africa Essay and Poem Competition.

Skup je iskoriSten za odrZavanje ci-
jelog niza sastanaka skupina i radnih
grupa UNGEGN-a. Tako je primjerice 7.
svibnja odrzan sastanak ECSEEG-a. Na
tom su sastanku nakon izvje$¢a predsje-
davajuéeg o obavljenim aktivnostima od
19. sjednice ECSEEG-a raspravljani pro-
blemi koji se javljaju u radu te Skupine.

lzmedu ostalih tema, raspravljalo se o
obliku izvje$¢a Skupine, daljnjoj izradi
preglednoga dokumenta Skupine, inter-
netskim stranicama, moguénosti izrade
projekata unutar Skupine i o buduéim
aktivnostima.

Na 25. sjednici Skupine stru¢njaka
Ujedinjenih naroda za geografska imena
raspravljen je niz pitanja vezanih uz stan-
dardizaciju geografskih imena. Na skupu
nije uspostavljen konsenzus o svim pita-
njima, ali radni duh, medunarodna komu-
nikacija, razumijevanje i suradnja koji do-
miniraju UNGEGN-om garancija su dalj-
njeg progresa u procesima medunarodne
standardizacije geografskih imena.

Zeljko Hecimovic
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