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Book reviews

De Navigatione
About Navigation

Benedikt Kotruljevic (Benedetto Cotrugli)

Benedikt Kotruljevi¢ (1416-1469), a
humanist and business man from Du-
brovnik, spent most of his life abroad in
civil service to the rulers of Naples, Alfon-
so | and Ferdinand |. He is known for his
only published work, ‘Of Trade and Per-
fect Tradesman’ (Della mercatura et del
mercante perfefto), which is the first Eu-
ropean manual about trade and account-
ancy. Kotruljevi¢ is also the author of lost
works De uxore ducenda, Della natura dei
fior and, until recently, De navigatione.

The manuscript was prepared and
translated by Damir Salopek. The book
was published in bilingual Croatian-Ital-
ian edition by Ex libris from Zagreb in
2005. Its editor is Jelena Hekman. It con-
sists of 271 pages, hardback, dimensions
165%245 mm, ISBN 953-6310-37-6.

The material is arranged in four vol-
umes (books), by separate chapters. The
text ends in the middle of the last sen-
tence, so it is evident that the discussion
was not entirely finished or preserved.

Statue of Benedikt Kotruljevi¢ in Zagreb,
author Ante Despot

Kip Benedikta Kotruljevica u Zagrebu,
autor Ante Despot

The first volume is divided into 49
chapters, and is generally about seas,
oceans, islands and ports, their position
and distinction. By quoting philosophers
and the Bible, the author is trying to ex-
plain the origins of water on and under
the Earth, and natural disasters. Along
with very accurate descriptions of, for in-
stance, influence of the Moon on rising
and lowering of the sea level (tides), we
find a series of very odd explanations, like
the one for earthquakes, that winds are
trapped in closed areas and they can not
get out so they shake the Earth, or the
one where corals are trees thrown into
water and turned to stone, which is not
so strange, considering the date of ori-
gin. The interesting 25th chapter is about
the Adriatic Bay. In it are listed some is-
lands and cities: Dubrovnik, Kotor, Split,
Sibenik, Solin, Trogir and Zadar. It is also
mentioned that the bay was named after
the colony Adria, founded about 1109 B.C.
It was a Greek city that declined before
Rome was formed.

The second volume is divided into 13
chapters, and is about historical develop-
ment of seamanship and shipbuilding. It
describes building materials and features
of ships in use at the time and crew re-
sponsibilities.

The third volume is divided into 20
chapters in which the author explains the
origin and types of wind, weather forecast
explained by philosophers, astrologers
and sailors. 12 signs of the Zodiac are
also listed. There is a tablet which shows
the position of the Moon in them, traits of
planets, explanations for the solstice and
the equinox, sea sickness and way of
treatment.

The fourth volume consists of only two
chapters that describe a nautical chart
with marked winds, miles and names of
places. The author explains how to de-
termine navigation direction with a pair of
compasses and a map, and the current
ship position. In this volume, there is a
description of the south coast with coun-
tries, cities and seas that lie there, dis-
tances among them and how to get to
them.
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The book contains Index, Translator’s
Preface, Name Index (Croatian and Lat-
in), City Index (Croatian and Latin) and
summary in English.

De Navigatione can be considered as
a sort of descriptive map of the world with
very detailed and precise account of ship
construction and their crew. Unfortunate-
ly, the original contains blank spaces
where maps were supposed to be. There
is no way to say for certain whether they
existed or were lost, after all this work was
found just 12 years ago by classical phi-
lologist from Zagreb, Darko Novakovi€,
who irrefutably proved that it is Ko-
truljevi¢’s original work which deserves
absolute attention, considering its age and
content. The original manuscript is keept
in Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript
Library at the Yale University, under
number 557, in a paper codex that con-
tains 66 pages. According to one state-
ment from the manuscript, it can be dat-
ed to 1464. A.D. and so becomes the first
comprehensive work on navigation not
only in Croatian, but also European liter-
ature.

Finally, let us mention that an inter-
national scientific conference on Benedikt
Kotruljevié¢ was held in Dubrovnik in 1996.
Proceedings of the conference, titled Ben-
edikt Kotruljevi¢ from Dubrovnik, a
Croatian and Global Economist of the
15th Century were published in the same
year. Containing almost 400 pages, they
were edited by academician Vladimir Sti-
peti¢, and published by Croatian Acade-
my of Sciences and Arts and the Hrvatski
racunovoda (Croatian Accountant) Asso-
ciation. The work by Prof. Dr. Darko No-
vakovi¢: Newfound manuscript De Navi-
gatione by Benedikt Kotruljevi¢, deserves
special mention.

Owing to Prof. D. Novakovi¢, M. La-
paine owns a copy of the manuscript orig-
inal, and we bring an excerpt of it as an
illustration.

Vanja Miljkovic¢
Miljenko Lapaine
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De Navigatione
O Plovidbi

Prikazi knjiga

Benedikt Kotruljevic (Benedetto Cotrugli)

BENEDIKT KOTRULJEVIC

DE NAVIGATIONE

Benedikt Kotruljevi¢ (1416-1469),
dubrovacki humanist i poslovni Govjek,
pretezni dio Zivota proveo je izvan domo-
vine u drzavnoj sluzbi kod napuljskih
vladara Alfonsa I. i Ferdinanda |. Poznat
je u prvom redu po do sada jedinom
objavljenom djelu O trgovini i savrSenom
trgoveu (Della mercatura et del mercante
perfetto), prvom europskom priruéniku o
trgovini i knjigovodstvu. Osim spome-
nutog Kotruljevi¢ se navodi i kao autor
zagubljenih djela De uxore ducenda i
Della natura dei fiori medu kojima je do
nedavno bilo i djelo De navigatione.

Rukopis je priredio i preveo Damir
Salopek. Knjigu je objavila u dvojezi¢no
hrvatsko-talijanskom izdanju izdavacka
kuca Ex libris iz Zagreba 2005. godine.
Urednica je Jelena Hekman. Knjiga ima
271 stranicu, tvrdog je uveza, veli¢ine
165%x245 mm, ISBN 953-6310-37-6.

Grada je rasporedena u Cetiri dijela
(knjige), po poglavljima koja nose zaseb-
ne naslove. Budu¢i da se tekst prekida
usred posljednje re€enice vidi se da
rasprava nije ili u cijelosti dovrSena ili
sacuvana.

Prva knjiga je podijeljena u 49 po-
glavlja, a govori opéenito o morima,

oceanima, otocima i lukama, te njihovom
polozaju i razlikama. Citatima filozofa i iz
Biblije, autor pokuSava objasniti postanak
voda na zemlji i ispod zemlje (podzemnih
voda), te prirodnih nepogoda. Uz vrlo
tocne opise npr. utjecaja Mjeseca na
dizanje i spustanje razine mora (plima i
oseka), nalazimo i na niz vrlo ¢udnih obja-
$njenja, kao $to je ono za nastanak potre-
sa, da vjetrovi zatvoreni u udubljenim
mjestima ne mogu izaéi pa stoga potre-
saju zemlju, ili da su koralji drvece ba¢eno
u vodu koje se pretvorilo u kamen, §to s
obzirom na vrijeme nastanka djela i nije
¢udno. Zanimljivo je 25. poglavlje koje
govori 0 Jadranskom zaljevu. U njemu su
nabrojani neki otoci, a spominju se i
gradovi Dubrovnik, Kotor, Split, Sibenik,
Solin, Trogir i Zadar. Takoder se spominje
da je zaljev dobio ime po naseobini Adrija,
koje je osnovano otprilike 1109. godine
pr. Kr. Bio je to grcki grad koji je propao
od starosti prije nastanka Rima.

Druga knjiga je podijeljena u 13
poglavlja, a govori o povijesnom razvoju
pomorske vjestine i gradnje brodova te
opisuje gradu i karakteristike brodova koji
su se tada koristili i zaduZenja posade na
njima.

Treca knjiga je podijeljena u 20 po-
glavlja u kojima autor objasnjava posta-
nak i vrste vjetrova te prognoze vremena
kako su ih izlozili filozofi, astrolozi i mor-
nari. Takoder, navedeno je i 12 zodijackih
znakova, dana je tablica koja pokazuje u
kojem je znaku mjesec (efemeride), na-
brojana su svojstva planeta, objasnjeni su
solsticij i ekvinocij, te morska bolest i nacin
lijecenja.

Cetvrta knjigaima samo dva poglavija
u kojima je opisana pomorska karta s
naznacenim vjetrovima, miljama i ime-
nima mjesta. Autor, takoder, objasnjava
kako se s pomocu Sestara i karte moze
odrediti smjer plovidbe, te mjesto gdje se
brod trenutno nalazi. U toj knjizi se nalazi
i opis juzne obale s nabrojanim zemljama,
gradovima, i morima s navedenim udalje-
nostima medu njima i nacinoma kako do
njih dodi.

Knjiga jo$ sadrzi i kazalo, predgovor
prevoditelja, kazalo imena (na hrvatskom
i latinskom jeziku), kazalo mjesta (na
hrvatskom i latinskom jeziku), te sazetak
na engleskom jeziku.

De Navigatione se moze shvatiti kao
neka vrsta opisne karte svijeta s vrlo
podrobnim i preciznim opisima grade
brodova i posade na njima. Na Zalost
originalno djelo sadrzi praznine na mje-
stima gdje su najvjerojatnije trebale biti
karte. Ne moze se sa sigurnoScu tvrditi
da li su one postojale ili su zagubljene,
kao uostalom i ovo djelo kojemu je tek
prije 12 godina na trag naiSao zagrebacki
klasi¢ni filolog Darko Novakovi¢, te
nepobitno dokazao da se radi o origi-
nalnom Kotruljeviéevu djelu koje svojim
vremenom nastanka, a i sadrzajem za-
vrjeduje apsolutnu pozornost. Original
rukopisa se nalazi u Beinecke Rare Book
and Manuscript Library na Sveucilistu
Yaleu, pod brojem 557, u papirnatom
kodeksu koji sadrzi 66 listova. Prema
jednom navodu iz rukopisa on se moze
datirati u 1464. godinu, te tako postaje
prvo sveobuhvatno djelo o navigaciji ne
samo u hrvatskoj nego i u europskoj
literaturi.

Spomenimo na kraju da je u Dubrov-
niku 1996. godine odrzan medunarodni
znanstveni skup o Benediktu Kotruljevicu.
Iste godine objavljen je zbornik radova s
toga skupa pod nazivom Dubrovéanin
Benedikt Kotruljevic, hrvatski i svjetski
ekonomist XV. stoljeca. Zbornik opsega
gotovo 400 stranica uredio je akademik
Vladimir Stipeti¢, a izdali u Zagrebu
Hrvatska akademija znanosti i umjetnosti
i udruga Hrvatski racunovoda. Iz toga
zbornika posebno isticemo rad prof. dr.
sc. Darka Novakovi¢a: Novopronadeni
rukopis Benedikta Kotruljevica De Navi-
gatione.

Zahvaljujuci dobroti prof. D. Nova-
kovi¢a, M. Lapaine posjeduje kopiju
izvornika rukopisa iz kojega za ilustraciju
donosimo izvadak.

Vanja Miljkovic¢
Miljenko Lapaine

77



