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The Star Seeker

Exhibition on the occasion of the 250th anniversary of birth of Croatian astronomer,
mathematician and geodesist Danijel Mirko Bogdani¢ and the 200th anniversary of
completion of the Lipszky map of Hungary

The exhibition The Star Seeker took
place from November 4 to 14, 2010 at
the National and University Library in
Zagreb. The exhibition was organised
in collaboration with the Croatian State
Archives and the Hungarian State Ar-
chives, and it was organised on the oc-
casion of the 250th anniversary of birth
of Croatian astronomer, mathematician
and geodesist Danijel Mirko Bogdani¢
and the 200th anniversary of completion
of the Lipszky map of Hungary, one of its
authors being Danijel Mirko Bogdanic.

The exhibition was opened by Bozo
Biskupi¢, Croatian Minister of Culture.
Keynote speakers at the opening were
Prof. Tihomil Mastrovi¢, Director General
of the National and University Library in
Zagreb, Dr. Stjepan Cosi¢, Director of
the Croatian State Archives and Csaba
T. Reisz, Director of the Hungarian State
Archives and the exhibition author.

Members of the school section of
the Danijel Mirko Bogdanic Astronomers
Society from Virovitica presented Mr.
Reisz and Mr. Biskupi¢ with unique sun-
dials indicating geographic coordinates
of the cities of Zagreb and Budapest
respectively and also exhibited their best
works on astronomy.

The exhibition was divided into two
general sections. The first one was
dedicated to Danijel Mirko Bogdani¢
and provided the public a lot of originals
and copies illustrating his work and life.
The second one was dedicated to the
Lipszky’s General map of Hungary.

An actual size copy of the map, sev-
eral original, richly illustrated sheets and
the original map geographical index book
Repertorium locorum objectorumque
could be seen at the exhibition, set as
a reminder of Bogdani¢’s exceptional
scientific work and intended as an at-
tempt to rectify historical injustice that
the great Croatian and international
scientist, mathematician, astronomer
and geodesist was nearly forgotten.
The exhibition followed an illustrated
catalogue published by The Croatian
State Archives.

Danijel Mirko Bogdani¢ was born on
November 5, 1760 in Virovitica and died
on January 31, 1802 in Budim. He was
educated at the Pest University, where
he earned a PhD in mathematics and
astronomy, becoming one of the promi-
nent Croatian developers and promoters
of natural sciences. Scientific research
took him to the monarchy capital, Vienna,

where in 1792 he printed the noted his-
torical work in Croatian Dogodjaji svieta,
Dio | (Events of the World, Part I), a
copy of which is kept at the National and
University Library in Zagreb. The signifi-
cance of this work is it being written and
printed in Vienna in Croatian at the end
of the 18th century and the advanced,
multi-disciplinarian scientific approach
to its creation. Of particular importance
is his research and interpretation of
astronomical and geographical terms
of geographic latitude or geographic
coordinates, which were to determine
his further path as a scientist and an
author. Several decades earlier, famous
Croatian scientist Ruder BoSkovi¢ also
worked on similar geodetic measure-
ments of the Earth and improved the
astronomical science. Bogdani¢’s math-
ematical work in Latin titled Formulae pro
spatiis rectilineis, aut quae in haec resolvi
possunt, per lineas parallelas dividendis
was published in Budapest 1786 and is
also kept in the National and University
Library in Zagreb.

The pinnacle Danijel Mirko Bogda-
ni¢’s scientific career was his work on
the great, comprehensive map of the
Kingdom of Hungary by military officer
Jan von Lipszky. Lipszky commissioned
Bogdanic for surveying and astronomical
measuring, and the Austrian emperor
officially named Bogdani¢ the imperial
surveyor in 1798. His extensive survey-
ing project lasted from 1799 to 1801.
Exhausted by illness, Bogdani¢ died in
1802. Lipszky completed the map and
it was published in Pest in 1806, titled
Mappa generalis regni Hungariae :
partiumque adnexarum Croatiae, Sla-
voniae, et confinium militarium magni
item principatus Transilvaniae... adjectis
finibus provinciarum Bukovinae, Gal-
liciae, Silesiae, Austriae, Styriae, Car-
inthiae, Carnioliae, Dalmatiae, Bosniae,
Serviae, Valachiae et Moldaviae, in 12
parts, engraved in copper. The National
and University Library in Zagreb keeps
several copies of the map.
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Obljetnice

Tragac za zvijezdama

IzloZba u povodu 250. obljetnice rodenja astronoma, matematicara i geodeta
Danijela Mirka Bogdanica i 200. obljetnice dovrsetka Lipszkyjeva zemljovida Ugarske

U Nacionalnoj i sveuciliSnoj knjiz-
nici u Zagrebu od 4. do 14. studenoga
2010. odrZana je medunarodna izloZba
TragaC za zvijezdama. |zlozbu su orga-
nizirali Nacionalna i sveuciliSna knjiznica
u Zagrebu, Hrvatski drzavni arhiv i Ma-
darski drzavni arhiv u povodu obiljeza-
vanja 250. obljetnice rodenja hrvatskog
astronoma i matemati¢ara Danijela Mir-
ka Bogdanica i 200. obljetnice dovrSet-
ka Lipszkyjeva zemljovida Ugarske, Ciji
je Bogdani¢ jedan od autora.

Izlozbu je otvorio mr. sc. Bozo Bis-
kupi¢, ministar kulture Republike Hrvat-
ske, a nazocne su pozdravili: prof. dr. sc.
Tihomil Mastrovi¢, glavni ravnatelj Naci-
onalne i sveuciline knjiznice u Zagre-
bu, dr. sc. Stiepan Cosié, ravnatelj Hr-
vatskog drzavnog arhiva i Csaba T. Re-
isz, ravnatelj Madarskoga drzavnog ar-
hiva i autor izloZbe.

Clanovi $kolske grupe astronomskog
drustva Danijel Mirko Bogdanic iz Viro-
vitice uru€ili su ministru Biskupicu i rav-
natelju Reiszu dva jedinstvena sun¢ana
sata s koordinatama gradova Zagreba i
Budimpeste, te izloZili svoje najbolje ra-
dove posvecéene astronomiji.

IzloZba je bila podijeljena u dva di-
jela. Prvi dio, koji je posvecen Danijelu

Mirku Bogdanicéu, posjetiteljima donosi
obilje materijala, reprodukcija i izvorni-
ka, koji svjedoCe o Bogdani¢evu Zivotu
i radu. Drugi dio posveéen je Janu von
Lipszkom i velikom zemljovidu Ugarske,
¢ija je replika u izvornoj veli¢ini bila izlo-
zena. Uz kopiju toga zemljovida izloZe-
no je i nekoliko izvornih, bogato ilustrira-
nih listova te pripadajuca knjiga abeced-
nog popisa naselja Repertorium locorum
objectorumque. Tom izloZbom dijelom je
otklonjena povijesna nepravda kojom je
veliki hrvatski i medunarodni znanstve-
nik, matematicar, astronom i geodet go-
tovo zaboravljen. Izlozbu prati i prigod-
ni ilustrirani katalog u izdanju Hrvatskog
drzavnog arhiva.

Danijel Mirko Bogdani¢ roden je 5.
studenoga 1760. u Virovitici, a umro 31.
sijeénja 1802. u Budimu. Skolovao se u
Pesti, gdje je na Sveudilistu i doktorirao
iz matematike i astronomije te na taj na-
¢in postao jedan od znacajnih Hrvata u
razvoju i promoviranju egzaktnih znano-
sti. Stalna glad za znanstvenim istraziva-
njem odvela ga je u prijestolnicu monar-
hije, Be¢, gdje je 1792. kod Josipa Bau-
meistera tiskao svoje znacajno povijesno
djelo na hrvatskom jeziku, pod naslovom
Dogodjaji svieta, Dio I., primjerak koje-
ga ¢uvamo u Nacionalnoj i sveuciliSnoj

knjiznicu u Zagrebu. Znacgenje toga dje-
la je veliko, ne samo €injenicom da je
krajem XVIII. stolje¢a napisano i tiskano
na hrvatskome jeziku u Be€u, vec i svo-
jim gotovo suvremenim multidisciplinar-
nim pristupom znanosti. Od osobitog je
znacenja i istrazivanje i tumacenje astro-
nomskog i geografskog pojma geograf-
ske Sirine, odnosno mjerenja geograf-
skih koordinata, koje ¢e odrediti njegov
daljnji znanstveni i stvaralacki put. Kao i,
na zalost pomalo zaboravljeni Bogdanic,
nekoliko desetlje¢a prije njega i glasovi-
ti je Ruder BoSkovi¢ radio na sli¢nim ge-
odetskim mjerenjima povrSine Zemlje te
pridonio razvoju geodetske i astronom-
ske znanosti. Godine 1786. u Pesti je iz-
dano Bogdani¢evo matematicko djelo na
latinskom jeziku pod nazivom Formulae
pro spatiis rectilineis, aut quae in haec
resolvi possunt, per lineas parallelas di-
videndis, kojega primjerak takoder Cu-
vamo u Nacionalnoj i sveuciliSnoj knjiz-
nici u Zagrebu.

Kruna znanstvenoga rada Danije-
la Mirka Bogdanica je rad na izradi ve-
likoga preglednog zemljovida Kraljevine
Ugarske, vojnoga €asnika Monarhije,
Jana von Lipszkoga. Lipszky je angaZi-
rao Bogdani¢a na geodetsko-astronom-
skim mjerenjima, te ga je godine 1798.
austrijski car i sluzbeno imenovao car-
skim mjernikom. Od 1799. do 1801. go-
dine trajao je iscrpan mjernicki rad na te-
renu i izraCunavanja. Iscrpljen bolesc¢u,
1802. Bogdani¢ umire. Lipszky je dovr-
Sio zemljovid, koji je objavio 1806. u Pe-
8ti, pod nazivom Mappa generalis regni
Hungariae : partiumque adnexarum Cro-
atiae, Slavoniae, et confinium militarium
magni item principatus Transilvaniae...
adjectis finibus provinciarum Bukovinae,
Galliciae, Silesiae, Austriae, Styriae, Ca-
rinthiae, Carnioliae, Dalmatiae, Bosniae,
Serviae, Valachiae et Moldaviae. Zemljo-
vid se sastoji od 12 dijelova, a izraden je
tehnikom bakroreza. Nacionalna i sveu-
Cilisna knjiznica posjeduje nekoliko pri-
mjeraka toga zemljovida.
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